The short period for which weather data is available for the island is not sufficient for estimation of a long-term average. We estimate that 300-400 mm would be a more accurate long-term estimate.
Kabudan Island, situated in northwestern Iran ( Fig. 1) , is inhabitated by a population of Armenian wild sheep which were introduced in unknown numbers from the mainland in the nineteenth century (Nasonov 1923). When the island was declared a wildlife refuge in 1967, all domestic sheep and goat grazing was prohibited. Except for 2 game wardens who patrol the area, there are no permanent human inhabitants on the island. To establish natural predation, an adult male and female leopard (Panthera pardus) trapped in northeastern Iran were introduced on the island in 1969. Limited hunting of wild sheep was allowed on the island until 1973.
The population dynamics of the wild sheep population were documented between May 1971 and May 1975. We thank the Iran Department of the Environment field personnel for their assistance and in particular the Director, H. E. Eskandar Firouz, for his support of these studies.
STUDY AREA
Kabudan Island (37?28'N; 45037'E) is located in Lake Rezaiyeh within the Lake Rezaiyeh National Park (Fig. 1) 
METHODS

Trapping
In order to weigh, measure, and mark animals, a trapping program was initiated in the summer of 1971. A pole trapping corral and a solid-walled holding pen were constructed around each of the two springs (Fig. 1) . The springs were the only sources of fresh water during the late summer and early fall. We found, particularly at Kariz but also occasionally at Dom-Domeh, that when left unmolested and confronted with a closed trap, sheep would paw and push at the poles until they knocked down a pole or found a large enough gap between poles through which they could enter. Once they had used a gap and even after we had repaired it, they would persistently return to that spot in the fence and paw at the fence, despite the fact that they were standing within 4 meters of the open main gate.
We used this behavior to design a selftrapping device ( 
RESULTS
Counts
Net Productivity and Fetal Rates
Net productivity was calculated from the ratio of yearlings to adult ewes trapped. We chose yearlings rather than lambs for estimating net productivity because lambs readily escaped through the cross poles of the trapping corrals. Also, trapping commenced approximately 3 months after lambing which did not allow a sufficent lapse of time to assess lamb mortality completely. 
